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Rucfe fwe.-p I er .harp, (l)at "downward \\jSj 
And moan amongft its tremLliag firings. 

Scar'd witii a foiintihe did not know. 
Peace-loving fleep dared not to ftay. 

But fighingfor lerne's woe, ^ 
He bent his noifeiefs. flight away. 

lerne flarting, pans'd a-while : 

Too true, flie cries, ye powers above t 

DreaH Difcord comes from that fair ifle. 
Where ftill 1 Jook'd for peace and lovs. 

Thought-rapt (he flood in dumb amaze, 
When on ihe w^ftern mountain's height. 

To founds feraphic, rofe a blaze, 
Of mildly-beaming, heav'nly light. 

There in tjiemidft,.loorc-rob'd, wasfecn 
Sweet Hope, that fooihes our ev'ry ill, 

Bcck'ning with calm and fmiling mien. 
Poor, fad feme up the hilL 

The woe-begone thus Hope addrefs'd :— 
. " Lift.up thy looks, lerne, cheer, 
" Fpr know we come at hcav'n's beheft, 
" To fooththy forrow, check .th> fear. 

" Thy cares, thy dangers. Toon Iliall ceafc; 

" Thydays^of tears and ilghs are gone— 
*' Thyfouleftfeuds fliallturn to peace-— 

" Thusfhali the will of heav'n be done.. 

" Pluck from thy'breaft that yew away, 
'* Be fte«dy, cool, colleQed, calm ; 

*' So fhalt thou foon a wreath difplay 
" Of Shararoc woveirwith the Palm. 

Woids fo bland,,^a!i,dews defcending 

Lifts tbe drooping lilly's head, 
Rais'd the fair lerne bending, 

Fairtft flower in Nature's bed. 

My fervent fhanks, higli heaven, flie cries, 

_ Be ever, ever, given to thee ; 
Thnu'fl: chas'd' my forrow, tears and {ighs-, 
Thou'ft fentine.HOPE and LiBiRTy. 



TREBOR. 



TO THE PUBLIC. 



TWIL period which we at firft afligned to our labours, 
has not yet arrived.- An Incorporated Union of 
Ireland with Great Britain has been propofed to the 
Legiflatures of both countries by their refpe£tive Mi- 
niflers, and that meafure is not yet abandoned. A Par- 
liamentary defeat, and the opinion of the people, which 



tbelrifli Minlfler has acknowledged is hofiile to an Uni- 
on," have not been fufficient to convince his undcrfland- 
ing, or to produce a permanent influence on his con- 
duct. Even when he was mortified and humbled bj the 
patriotifm of his native country, while he wasyctago- 
nixedby the oprightnefs of itsfenate, and ftill fmarting 
from the lafli of honeft and eloquent inveflive, he has, 
with that arrogance which generally .iccolnpanies inex- 
perience, declared his determination to per/evere in a 
projr6V, which he ."calls rigif, and the wifdom of the 
nation hasvdecided to be wnng. The vanquifiied Se- 
cretary has .announced, even at the moment when he 
was overthrown., that he waits only for the acqui<i(ion 
of new ftitngth, to repeat his attack. While the qiief- 
tion, of Union rtmains thus circumftanced, v/e would 
bc'well jullifiVd in continuing our. exertions, which the 
perverfenefs of ihe Minifter will n^oi permit us to termi- 
nate. But knowing the !?eneral fentiment on this fub- 
je£l:, and holding the Minifter pledged not to revive, 
during the prefent- feflion, ,the difciiflion of tblsquefti- 
on, we deem it expedi^snt to fufpcnd the publication of 
this paper, until a future occafion fhail cal! forourfer- 
vices. If there be faith or truth in his Majefty's Minif- 
ters, the people of this country will enjoy at leaft the 
rcpofe of one -year, from the agitation of that topic, 
which, of all others, is moft likely -to diftv.rb their quiet 
forever. i ■ 

When the Editors of the Jlnti -Union fifft folicited 
the attention of the Public, this kingo'im was threat- 
ened with the greateft calamity which c;in bcfal a coun- 
try, the lofs of its independence, the abolition of its 
Hbertles. ' The publicmind, exhaiifted by thofe firor.g 
feelings which had been kept in continued attivity For 
fix months, by a fanguinary rebellion, which it required 
all the courage and ail the ftrcngth- of the, -country, to 
fupprefs, wasfuddenly called on by authority, to ccnfi- 
der of furrendering tliat conftitution, which they had fo 
dearly defended,' and of fubmitting the. liberties nnd in-, 
<lependence of Ireland to the mercy of aBritifh Ucgif- 
lature. The people of Ireland, ftunned by a fl:roke4b 
iinexpefled, and cnfi-ebled - by the extraordinary exer- 
tions they had ma>!c, in defending their exifting efta- 
blifliments, andihe connexion with the fifter country, 
'heard the monftrous propofiiion with a kind of Tiient 
aftoniflimenr, which,- tho' it. exprvlTed fufficicntly the 
ht)rror which 'they felt, yet promiftrd to the infiJious 
enemy, biit too eafv a trimrrph. It was apparent the 
nation was panic ftruck ; if was obvious that if it were 
not roufedto thought, and excited to view v/ith a fteady 
eye the precipice to which it was brought, allmuft-be 
loft. Among the firft who undertook this arduous, but 
neceftary talk, were the Editors of this p.jper. Tho' 
exhaiifted like others by thofe fevere fervices which eve- 
'ry loyal man in Ireland had felt himfelf bound to un- 
dergo, they again refolved to facrifice private intereft, to 
public diity; they came forward to warn, to anirarite 
the people of Ireland to refift a meafure, which, every 
prudent • man faw., bvolved the degradation and puinof 
the country. 

To effeiSt this purpofe, they confidered it the fafer and 
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tlie wifer wsy to acUrcfs tliG undciftanding, the reafon, 
Vnd the honeft paffions of the trifli peopit;, by a periodi- 
cal publication. Confined excliifively to this morhentous' 
'topic, than to fpcak to them thro' thofe polluted -and fuf- 
"picious vehicles, iht piiblic prints, in which too ofien 
faSion piirfncs its foul purpofe, and infinuafes into the 
piibHc mind, rather the poifon of fediticn, or the pefti- 
ient doclrines of defpotifm,- than the wholcfome IcfTons 
of political truth. It isnowcleven wcdis fincethis work, 
having in view folely this obje6l, commenced. Whe- 
iher it has been carried on during that period, with that 
regard to decorum, to truth, tothehonefl: principles of 
enlightened and fteady loyally, to a love of regulated 
liberty,, of Britifli Conftittitfon and BritJfli Connexion, 
•which it' fef out with profeflin^,'' it is for the public 
alone to judge, and to them we appeal. Before their 
tribunal we (hall appear without trembling, confcious 
that if in any cafual inflance we appear to have devia- 
'isd from thofe land-marks by which we endeavoiired to 
guide our courfe, the deviatiorf' has been involuntary, 
and by the liberal and candid will be attributed rather to 
inadvertence than to a rlereliflion of thofe principles 
which we have profeffcd to love arid chcrifli I Of the 
^degree of ability which may liave marked thcfe compofi- 
tions, it would be ftill more indelicate in »/j. to judge, 
than even of the manner in which the work has been 
condu&ed.. To. the impartial declfion of the public, 
therefore, we commit this queftioh aifo, declaring how- 
ever, that whether; in that refpe<St tie public opinion 
iliall be favourable or adverfe, we ihaii ftill feel pride in 
rofltiSling that our talents, whatever they may be, have 
beeti devoted gratuitoufly to our country-. What we 
•conceived the crifis called for, we have done,, itot only 
iinawcd. by the frown of power, and unfeduced by the 
allurements of court favour, but unrewarded byerr>o- 
iument of any kind. Our labours have been a free-wr/1 
cffi-rir.g, and whatever degree of petfonal inconve- 
nience we may bave fuffered from -the fteady and faith- 
ful difcliarge of a' duty which we impofed uponour- 
felves, we feel amply repaid by the flattering patronage 
with wh icli our country has honoured us. Such is 
thi brie f hfftory of a -work which wc are now about to 
clofe— Such are the imprefllons v/irh which we 
are about to withdraw from the awful prefence of tiie 
public. 

Having thus tliortly flated our conduSt and our mo- 
tives, and thrown oiirfclves on the jufticc as well as the 
nidulgence of the public, we cannot help advertiiig are 
we conclude cur labours, to two queftions wjiich v.ill 
■probably be put to us by our readers — The one, 
in what - flate we leave the great qutftion of 
Union ? The other, why we now conchido our labours 
aftsr having continued them to the preTeiit period?— 
The tw;o qoftrons are conne£teH, and we (ball anf.vcr 
t" cm together : — For the prefent feffion, then, we have 
already declared, we conceive the quflion of Union to 
be at red. The Parliament and the people of Ireland 
have fpokcn fo loudly and explicitly their difguft of that 
-TOcafure, that even the temerity of the Britifti Premier 



will not immediately venture fo'obfrude it again on their 
naufeated palate. But it is not long, we prediG, that" 
the conilitution of Ireland will be fafe from his attacks. 
It requires lio fagacity to perceive that .a fyftematic plan 
is formed, or to forefee that attempts- will-be, made, to 
merge this ill-fated country in the great mafs of the 
Britifli empire. For a defeat of I'uch attempts,' whenever 
they (iiall be made, .we look with confidence to that fplrit 
and virtue in the people and their rcprefentatives which 
have been already exerted with fuch figniil fuccefs. 
That it is intended to reprefs that fpirit and curb that 
virtue it would perhaps be fcepticifm to doubt; but 
whatever means may Ijereilorted to for thofe. pur pofes, 
if the people be but temperate and firm, if they can 
learn to' forget their divisions and cultivate in unifon 
that love of independence in which mufl: ever confift 
the true and only fafeguard of the conftitution, thofe 
means mud fail— for we cannot be perfuaded that the 
intclleft of Irifhmen, barbarous and uncultivated as it 
has been reprefented, can ever be deceived by the feeble 
fophiftry which reprefents an Union with Great Britain 
as confiftent with the freedomor promotive of the inte- 
rcfts of Ireland ;— they cannot then become a prey to 
the ambition of anyminifter until they confent to facri- 
fice liberty to party vengeance, or ceafe to think that 
liberty worth def-.-nding. Convinced, therefore, that 
there Cxifts no prefent danger of an Union, however, 
likely it may be, that the perfevering policy of the mi- 
hifter will at a future day again fry his ftrerigth with the 
people of Ireland, it ftrikes us that the continuation of 
a paper exchifively appropriated to the- expofure ami 
refiftance of that meafure would be fuperfluous. VVhiJe 
the danger was imminent it was neceflary to be vigilant 
and a£live. While it appeared rather to be concealed 
than to have vanilhed it .was the duty of thofe who 
had ftood forward to 'refift it fo continue at their 
poft. But when the enemy has withdrawn from our 
gates, though but to return, perhaps,' with recruited vi- 
gourat a future day, it would be an idle wafteof ftrcngth 
and vigilance toharrafsthe garrifon with unremitted duty. 
We have already faid that the peojrte of Irtland have 
decided on this meafure,' and that to the dccifive tone 
in which they fpoke their reprobation of it, Ireland is 
now indebed for its political erartcnc?. Corruptioii., 
however, hasaffefledtodilbelieve, and has had the bold- 
iiefs to deny, that the public ftntimcnt on this qucftitjin 
has bectt dtciared, becaufe a ereat portion of the peo- 
ple have remained filent. But who that knew the fitiia- 
lion of this coiuitry at fhe inoment when the Britillt 
minifter fo cruelly forced the qurftion of Union en .a 
convulfcd people, could rationally have hoped from the 
moft rooted and univcrfal abhorrence of tiie meafure fo 
grnerala declaration againfl it? Could it have been tx- 
ptQed, that men engaged in protecting (heir property 
and their lives againil; t!ic attack of a powerfid and dif- 
guifed enemy, in the bofom of their country, at the very 
doors, fhould havclaid down their atms and afi'embledto 
<!i{bufs apolitical topic, which even the minifter himfelf 
declares to be of great iatrioacy and calling for cool, and 
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fe'rious, ai^d deliberate- confideratibn ? CoitM. It have 
been hoped that iii counties where hot only a. rebel force 
kept the inhabitants in a ftate of perpetual aflivitj and 
alarm, but where the exiftence of martial I^w rendered 
€\cty meeting of the people dangeroiis if not imprafli- 
csble, the freeholders fufpending their fears and forget- 
ting their danger ifhould have braved every obftacle 
in order to declare an opinion hpftiie to the executive 
government,- and of coiirfe rendering them ftill more 
obnoxious to the fevere . tnfli£lioh of militajy ?> ufeful to futrjre tirnes to -feno-w that the force of govern 



trlotifm obtained fo fplendid a triiimph A'all Iiv« 
in the merriory -and gratitude of their fellow^ 
fubje^s arid, pofterity. Superior in talent als in 
integrity, they difplayed powers equal to the occa- 
fron,, and their eloquence, ardetit and irrefiftible, wa'& 
^worthy , of rnen engaged in fo tnorheritous a conteft. 
The magnitude of the qiieftioi^. will perpetuate the re-J 
ffiembrance of an incident-riovel and unprecedented in 
the hiftory of parliamentary debatCj and it , may be 



Yet even in this ftate of the country, power cbnvulfed, 
alarmed, fmartmg under military execution add 
dreading every evil which an immenfe military.force 
could infli<5, Tias. the nation been filent? No,!, From 
every province, from a great proportion of the cou'n- 
iic's of frelarid, from the metropolis, the feat_of ga- 
yernmeht. arid; under the immediate and ftrong influ- 
ence of tlie caftle, the "public deteflation of this bafe 
projeft has been declared, not vaguely or coldly, but 
with an explicit energy which has appalled and defeated 



ment was unable to bear fo unequal a confli£b, and that 
the iTiinifter faw with a melaicholy concern many of 
his adherents defert even in the heat of battte to the. 
ftandard of truth and reafon. Thus, the Gbmmons 
Hbufe of Parliament .has proved itfelf to be not merely 
what faflionis fond of reprefenting it, a theatre for the . 
exhibition of a drama, the incidents and cataftraphe of 
which are preconcerted, but that it is what the founders 
of our conftitutiqn : iptended, a. deliberative afl"embly, 
n which the members regulate their condu£l- by the 



the moft bold and e'nterprifmgmiriiiler which ever he)J tSpnviQiion of their underftandings. Thus, alfo, we 



the reins of our government. What have we feen on the 
other hand? What'hasthefophiftry of Mr. Pitt, the enpr-" 
mous patronage of the caftle, and ail the adtivity, the 
•arts, the threats and the'promifes of its niimerous .etnif- 
faries, been able to effeft? In the wide extent of the 
Ikingdorn of Ireland they haveprocured one foh'taf y dfe- 
claration of affent to thc'meafure '. He'that in thcfe cir- 
cum'ftances afftSs to doubt whether the ferifeof the na- 
tion'hiis been declared, requires to 'convihce- hiiii ade 



have; fee;n that comnion calumny refuted, which accufes 
■the.reprefentative body ascar^lefsof the welfare and re- 
gard tefi , of -the fentiments of ;the conftituent, and we 
,dei;ivea.new/lgve for the conftitution, from obferving 
•both claffes co-operate in its preferyation. 

That eotlftitution, we are of the number of thofe 
who have aUvays fincerely and rationally. admired — we 
loved it liot only bccaufe ox+ft*- it is found /to- 
.fe6ure,-to man, the greateft degree; of thole blefr 



greeof- proof which 'the ordinary courfe of human af- fings Which fociety is inftituted to prote£l-, but becaufe 

fairs CanhPt raffbrd him. It were, to infult the under- alfo it appeared from its ftrufture, . from- the' nice 

fian^in^ bf the piiblic to fuppofe that they ehtertained [ 'adaptation "of its parts, but above^ all from its 

any^fcruples infiich acafe. " being foilnded, on the broad bafis of the ;; peo- 

We cannot allow^ ourfelves to take leave ;or/p(e, to be mote likely to refill with effe9:,thore aflaults 

the 'public without offering our congratulations, and. of arnbition, under , which all conftitutions have, fooner 

cj^prcflirtg the proud fatisfa£tion we have, felt from fome ..'or later, ■ perifhed. Recent events confirm us in our 

events to which this q'uellion has given birth. We. attachment, for recenf events have taught us, and we 

had been accuftbmed to hear the corruption of parlja- fondly hope vvill Convince Iriihmen, that even under the 

ment. antl the influence of the crown made common ^xifting and enormous weight of patronage and co.'rup- 

fubje£ls, as vi-ell for the declaniaiion ofhoneft but'de- tion, the Conftitutipn yet lives, and iiveswiih an energy 

fpondihg politicians, .'as for the cahimny of feditibus which will long enfbre its exiftence. A;minifl:er ppf- 

demagogues ; we'knew how fcldbm'the king'sminif-.;feffing more power, more influence and lefs principle 

.ters had been cffcchuaily refifted, but we confidently than any whom ^ hiftory has -marked as the" enemy 

cheriflied thehope that our conftitiition contained within of Brltifh liberty, has grappled with .that conftitution 

itfelf an energy equal to its own prefervation. Recent whilc'labouring Under the prefiure of .eircumftanccs- the 

experience had taught lis that the voice of thepeople .moft inaufpicibus that the imagination, can conceive. 

coriftitutionaiiy expreffed is awful and commanding. Did it Tuccumb in the cojaleft ?. No ' Though mana 



We knew that there was in the legiftature much' manly 
and inflexible integTity, and we thought that even cor- 
ruption itfelf might revolt, from the meafurc of an in- 
corporated Union. The event has juflified our reafon- 
ing and realized our .hopes ; and we may venture to 
pr'edi£ttbat itftialFnctbe forgotten, while ;the conftitu- 
tion of Ireland endures, that the death-blow which was 
aimed at its exiftence was warded ofF by the teprefenta- 
tives of the people. Triie to the facred truft rcpofed in 
them, the majefty'of that bodyrefifted. the power and 
withliood the fednSions of the minifter. The efforts 
pf tliofe who fuftained the • honourable chara£ter of 
chanipioi'is of iheir country on the evenings when pa- 



clcd.by laws which fiifpepded all the functions of free- 
dom ; though profti:ated before a military government, 
which the melancholy circumftances of the times forced 
into exiftence ; the Genius of the Conftitutioa,. roufed 
by the irifolence which prefumed that its paffivenefs was 
debility, and its" patience tamcnefs, rofe ■ in its might— • 
the combined force of two minifters wielding' the pa- 
ti-onage of two countries, and exerting it - ^yith 
the inoft uhbridlfed ; licenfe,.. was forced to fhrink 
from the conteft — they, retired ' defeated and ' difgraced 
from the confliQ, and reluflantly left to the 'people that 
liberty and independence which they vainly hoped to 
extinguifti for ever. 

END. 
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